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Welcome to Worship! 
Lent is an ancient season of the church year that dates back to the 300s AD. Running from Ash 

Wednesday through Holy Saturday (the day before Easter Sunday), this season is a time for 

preparation and repentance as Christians walk alongside their Savior on his journey to the cross. 

In the early Christian Church, catechumens (those studying the faith) were instructed during Lent.  

 

The Sundays between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday are not counted in the 40 days of Lent. 

Rather, these Sundays serve as islands of refreshment during the somber Lenten season and 

remind God’s people that every Sunday is a little Easter. 

 

This year, our Lenten midweek services will follow the theme “His Final Steps.” Through a look at 

the significance of the people and places that Jesus encountered on his resolute final steps to the 

cross, we will ponder the depths of our Savior’s love for us. 

 

Worship Notes 
It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill your heart 

with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that Jesus Christ is our 

Savior from sin. 

 

If you need assistance with anything during worship—including large-print service folders and 

assisted listening devices—please ask one of our ushers. Restrooms are located at the far end of 

the entry area. Small children can be taken into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed during the worship service. Changing tables 

are available in the mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card (included with the 

service folder or located online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed cards may be placed in 

the baskets by the exit. 
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Tune: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971  
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Opening Hymn He Stood Before the Court 
Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 408 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

    in our thoughts, 

    in our words, 

    in our deeds, 

    and in all that we have not done. 

    Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Deliver and restore us, 

        that we may rest in peace. 

  

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,  

    and in him we are forgiven.  

Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,  

    when we shall serve him in newness of life. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Psalm Psalm 143 
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LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for / mercy; 

   in your faithfulness and righteousness come to / my relief. 

Do not bring your servant into / judgment, 

   for no one living is righteous be- / fore you. 

My spirit grows faint with- / in me; 

   my heart within me / is dismayed.    Refrain 

  

Answer me quickly, LORD; my / spirit fails. 

   Do not hide your / face from me. 

Let the morning bring me word of your un- / failing love, 

   for I have put my / trust in you. 

Teach me to do your will, for you / are my God; 

   may your good Spirit lead me on / level ground. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: S. Mead's A General Selection, 1811 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, ed. William Walker 
Text and tune: Public domain (refrain) 
Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: License no. 130002492 

 

Merciful God, with souls parched by sin and spirits withered by enemies within and without, we 

lift our hands to you. Lead us by your Spirit on the path of truth, and guard us from all harm, 

trusting in Jesus Christ, our refuge and our righteousness.  

Amen. 

 

Reading The Passion History 
The Passion History readings tell us of Jesus’ suffering 

and death as recorded by the four Gospel writers.  
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem (3:30 p.m.) There Is a Green Hill 
Grades 5 & 6 by Grace Hennig 

 

There is a green hill far away, outside a city wall, 

where the dear Lord was crucified, and died to save us all, and died to save us all. 

  

We may not know, we cannot tell what pains he had to bear, 

but we believe it was for us he hung and suffered there, he hung and suffered there. 

  

He died that we might be forgiv’n, washed in a cleansing flood, 

that we might go at last to heav’n, saved by his precious blood, saved by his precious blood. 

  

O dearly, dearly has he loved! Therefore we love him too. 

We trust in his redeeming blood and live his work to do, and live his work to do. 

Text: © 2019 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Hymn of the Day The Power of the Cross 
Christian Worship 423 

 

Sermon John 12:20-33 
 

His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks 

 

 20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like 

to see Jesus.” 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

 23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly I tell you, 

unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 

produces many seeds. 25Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life 

in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, 

my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

 27“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for 

this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!” 

 Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that 

was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.  
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 30Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this 

world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

 

Offering 
Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our  

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated 

to give an offering. All worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder). Physical offerings and Connection Cards 

can be left in the basket on your way out of church. To submit your 

offering electronically or fill out a Connection Card online, scan the QR code or 

visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Hymn Luther’s Evening Prayer 
Christian Worship 782 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.sjtosa.org/offering
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Tune: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial 

brightness, that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy name; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Lord’s Prayer 
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Tune: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis 
 

 

 

 

 
  



pg. 10 
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Tune: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessing 
The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us and keep 

us. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Christ, the Life of All the Living (sts. 1-2) 
Christian Worship 396 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Schwartz 

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, organ 

 Megan Buschkopf, violin 

St. John’s School instrumental students (3:30 p.m.)  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 
Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 
Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 
Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 
Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 

 

 

Pastors 
Pastor Joel Leyrer 
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Eric Schroeder 
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Joel Schwartz 
joel.schwartz@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Chinese Outreach  

Pastor 
Pastor Joshua Yu 
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Principal 
Mr. Dan Markgraf 
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Church Office 
7809 Harwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7831 
church@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Office 
1278 Dewey Avenue  
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-4214 
school@sjtosa.org 
   

 
 

 

Worship Services Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


